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POEtIC Llcense Diane McCafferty and David Stern create a modern, airy

interior within the shell of an historic New England gem.

MIDwaYy THROUGH renovating an historic resi-
dence in Cambridge, Massachusetts, design-
er Diane McCafferty and architect David
Stern were forced to contend with an age-old
design dilemma: when to say when. The
4,000-sq.-ft. project began with a relatively
modest objective: a general renovation that
included converting extra bedrooms into
offices for the work-at-home clients (both
poets) and integrating adequate display area
in the living spaces for their extensive art col-
lection. Butwhat started as a small-scale reno-
vation effort to open the cramped interior
morphed into a fullscale overhaul as the
designers uncovered numerous siructural
problems along the way. “We knew we had to
rework rooms to make them functional,”
noted McCafferty, “but as the process
evolved, it became difficult to determine
what elements to keep and what not to keep.”
So they stripped the interior and rebuilt the
house from within.

The scope of the project and the design
evolved continuously over the course of two
years. Without “a big picture” to guide them

to a preconceived result, McCafferty and
Stern ook liberties with a modemn aesthetic
that nonctheless remains faithful to the
house’s antique charm.

Because the 150-year-old siructure is locat-
ed in a registered historic district, exterior
alterations—such as moving or enlarging
windows—were restricted. Save for a small
rear addition to enlarge the kitchen and mas-
ter bedroom, McCafferty and Stern worked
within the parameters of the existing foot-
print and the basic room proportions. To
invite airiness, they replaced solid doors
between rooms with glass-pane pocket doors
and opened walls to enhance the flow of light
and space. While preserving each room’s
individual character, the designers united
the interior with three light-hued materials—
fir, pearwood, and marble—to create “a
streamlined look that truly heightens the illu-
sion of space.”

The centerpiece of the house is the skylit
entrance hall, a de-facto light well that dou-
bles as a two-story gallery for exhibiting paint-
ings. Half-height windows connecting the
entrance hall to the living and library areas
filter natural light into those rooms while
providing additonal display area for art
objects. By establishing a d.ia_log’uc between
enclosure and openness, McCalflerty and
Stern have created an environment equally
suited to private introspection and public
interaction. —fen Renzi
Above, left: View from library to entrance hall,
which featwres an elegant staircase of fir and steel.
Left: Glass pocket doors separate the living room
[from the library. A palette of fir, pearwood, and
marble unites the two spaces.
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