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Livingand diningareassharetight
quarters but feel spacious thanks
tothe minimdldecor, including an
8-by-10grid oflkea framesanda
Danish modernchairthat Battista
rescued fromthe trash.
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The purple wisteria
crawling up the side

ofan185os, four-story row house on
Rutland Street was the firstthingto
catch Susan Battista's eye. Shewasliv-
ingwithher partner, graphicdesigner
Fritz Klaetke, 42, and their daughter,
Ava Detroit, now 7, afew blocks awayin
the South End’s Concord Square. “On
my way to Flour Bakery, Iwouldjust
stopandstare,” says Battista, 44, who
owns amarket research firm, Topicio1.

Battista finally got a peekinside
duringanopenhousein 2005. Itwasn't
apretty sight. Once a corner storefront
andthenaboarding house, the build-
ing sported a stage on the second floor
and abasement ceiling full of hooks,
eeriereminders of theillicit activities
favored by previous residents, Klaetke
says. Maybe itwould require some
renovation and alittle paint, butit
would beworth it to score a cornerin
the South End, they figured, so they
rolled the dice and bought thehousein
September of that'irear.

Theyimagined building a shared
office on the first floor for their small
businesses and fitting residential
space on the floors above but quickly
foundthat the 440 square feet per
floorwas challenging to work with. To
squeezeinall of theirprogrammatic
requirements and meet Klaetke's
aestheticdemands (his fatherwasan
architect,andhehad grownupina
Miesvander Rohe-designed housein
Detroit), the couple hired David Stern
and Diane McCafferty of Stern McCaf-
ferty. Klaetke says, “Their minimalist
vigsion totally meshed with ourlook.”

Unfortunately, after peeling back
some damaged drywall, they dis-
covered that mostofthe structure—
including the floorjoists—was rotted.
Instead of doublingup joists or selec-
tively replacing the unsound ones, the
contractor, Canton's Timberline Con-
struction, recommended stripping out
everything tothe brickwalls. Atone
pointduring the renovation, says Kla-
etke, you could stand in the basement
andlook straightup totheroof.

Once structurally sound, the design
was limited by atight budget, which
ended up at $201 per square foot, about
halfofthe average costin the city. “We
were trying to constantly balance
something thatwas cool aesthetically
versus what could be done practically,”
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Susan Battista and FritzKlaetke with their daughter, Ava Detroit, on the front stoop of their
renovated South End home. Below, the house’s compact footprint demanded precise space
planningand awillingness toclimb a lot of stairs each day. Opposite, aview of the couple’s home;
onthetopfloorisa newdormerwhich lets plenty oflightinto the master bedroom.
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says Stern, who enjoyed the challenge.
“It’slike molecules: if you compress
them, they have more energy. The same
istrueinarchitecture.”

Sterncreated aclean, white space
forthe first floor office, designed
around a single custom shelvingunit
that“getsrid ofall thejunky stuffthat
youneverwanttolookat,”like the
printer and faxmachine, says Klaetke.
Theunitalso conceals the chimney.
They painted one wall in the office with
magnetic paint sothat Klaetke could
use magnets topinup hisideas—of
which he has many.

The couple wanted their daugh-
ter's room to be on the second floor but
thatwould have required putting the
kitchen on the third—alot of stairs
tonegotiateladen with groceries.
Instead, Stern encouraged them to
“bring the kitchen down, which made
ahugedifference in the progression
and sense of space.” The open kitchen
is separated from thedining andliving
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area only by thekitchen's ceiling soffit
and arim of covelighting.

Determined touse sustainable
methods wherever they could, the cou-
pledecided to use hardwood flooring
throughout. “Peoplelike bamboo, but
you have to ship it from the Amazon
or China. Youlose your carbon foot-
printwith all thatfuel,” says Battista.
Instead, they found awhite ash from
western Massachusetts; it's cleared in
asustainableway, and they stained it
tovarying degrees of darkness forthe
walls, floors, and stairs.

“Ava’s Floor,” as the third floor
isknown, houses their daughter’s
bedroom and aliving room thatcan
beclosed off by a set of sliding acrylic
panelstocreateaguestroom. Manu-
factured in southern New Hampshire
of partly post-consumer plastic, the
translucent panels also make up one
wall of the bathroom, allowing natu-
rallightinside, even when the door
isclosed.

The fourth flooris the couple’s
bedroom and sanctuary. After several
roundswith the South End Land-
marks Commission, Stern received
permission to remove a portion of the
asphaltroofand add a dormer for bet-
terlightand height. He alsoinstalled
acentral walk-in closet between the
bedroom and the master bathroom. A
house fan in the ceilinguses the stair-
caseasaventsystem, drawing theheat
upandout, saving energy.

Asthey stand gazing out of the top
floorwindows and toward Back Bay,
it’s clear that Klaetke and Battista
believe their gamble paid off. They
speak of theiryear-and-a-halfrenova-
tion process with humor. And they're
proud of the final outcome, which
garnered Stern McCafferty an award
from the Boston Society of Architects.
“You think about how much stuffyou
candoon each floor; it’s like vertical
living,” says Klaetke. “Itjustchanges
your point of view.”

Klaetkeand Ava Detroitdineat the
custom stainless steel bar. Opposite,
left,the baris part ofa marble-
toppedisland illuminated by Bocci
pendants; right, the family room can
be completely enclosed with sliding
translucent panels.
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The staircase opens up to the master
bedroom onthefourthfloor; acollec-
tion of molds used to manufacture
rubber gloves adorns the small dresser.
Opposite, above, awalk-in closet sepa-
rates bedroom from bathroom; below,
aneighborcreated the doubled white
linen curtainsinaripple fold.
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with susiéinébiy harvested white ash.
Below, the simply designed workspace fea-
turesaSaarinen marble-topped tableanda

di5p|ay»fvalltreated with a magnetic primer.
Opposite,above, a customwall cabinet hides
office detritus; below, Ava Detroit at work.
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