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STEPPING OUT

Asleek backrard addition
pushes a traditional Jamaica Plain
home forward. BY MOLLY MEYER

Photogroph, ERIC ROTH
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LIKEMANY OLDER HOMES, THIS 1926
Dutch colonial in Jamaica Plain lacked
atruebackentry. Toget fromthecarto
the kitchen, the grocery-laden owners
had towalk up a set of rickety steps
intoa chilly glass-enclosed porch,
then through a sunroom, formal liv-
ing room, and finally, the front hall. To
make matters worse, there was noreal
usable outdoor space.

The owners, a creativedirector at
aninvestment firm and a film pro-
ducer, sought to marry the home's
traditional aesthetic witha modern
addition. To helm the project, they
hired David Stern of Boston-based
Stern McCafferty, an architectureand
interiors practice that specializesin
moderndesign.

Sternremoved theoriginal enclosed
porch, reoriented the interior walls
around a new rear-facing entry (which
provided more privacy), and added a
dining room, two open-air porches,
and a mudroom. Now, bluestone pavers
lead from the driveway into a gener-
ous entry thathas steel sashdoors,
windows, and lead-coated copper cop-
ings. Theresulting bright, elegant,
250-square-foot addition shows how
perfectly modernand traditional
aesthetics canwed. Inside, a built-in
bench provides ample seating. With
the addition of twocoatclosets anda
skylight,Stern provided storage space
and light without addinglots of square

.. footage. And three steps now lead to

the renovated kitchen.

Though the owners faced a thor-
ough review process fromlocal zoning
boards and the total cost ofthe renova-
tionwas $250,000, they saytheresult
wasworthit. Sternis pleased, aswell.
“This addition showedus thatsmall
projectsdon’'thavetobebanal,” he
says."“Youcanmakearadical change
through small gestures.”
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